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        9 March 2020    

Newsletter 3/2020 
 

Dear Parents, 

 

CORONOVIRUS – COVID 19 
 

„It was never a question of IF, but WHEN’ 

 

We were notified on Thursday last week by the Department of Health, that KZN has its first case of Covid-19. As a 

school, we have not yet had any directive from the Education Department, and I have therefore taken it upon myself to 

speak to authorities of schools that I am in contact with, in countries facing similar problems that we now find ourselves 

in, to find out what measures they have put in place in the effort to protect their children, employees and families to the 

best of their ability. Further to this, I have tried to obtain information and ideas from reputable associations to share with 

our school community. 

 

The following summary from  social media, entitled “Summary of WHO Findings”, resonates with data from reputable 

institutions such as the World Health Organization and the Centre for Communicable Diseases and Prevention, to name 

two (https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/specific-groups/high-risk-complications.html):   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There is no evidence that children under 9 years of age are not contracting the virus, however, they might be 

experiencing such slight symptoms that it is not noticeable.  The worry is that they can still transmit the virus to the 

most vulnerable of our community: namely those who are immune deficient, or have a pre-existing condition, or the 

elderly such as their grandparents, parents and friends. 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/specific-groups/high-risk-complications.html


There is some other good factual information to be found, however, there is also a lot of scare-mongoring on social 

media and therefore, as usual, one must be careful as to what you believe, from what you read, on such platforms.. 

The following measures will be implemented at school and we encourage parents to support us and follow the 

recommendations at home as well. 

 

 Good hygiene practices, as we have been doing previously, (and started emphasizing once again on Friday): 

 thorough handwashing (for at least 20 seconds),  

 sanitising when needed,  

 covering coughs and sneezes,  

 not touching the face(the problem with face masks for children is that they continually adjust 

them and in doing so, touch their face),  

 no touching your face,  

 no hugs,  

 no hand shakes,   

 and staying at home if unwell until they have fully recovered. 

 We have ordered D-Germ alcohol hand sanitisers for the classrooms and are awaiting the delivery of these.  We 

would like to encourage parents to provide each child with a bathroom bag (toiletery bag) filled with the 

following, so that they use their own personal, clean items (hand towels need to be changed each evening).   

 A small towel or face cloth for drying hands, 

 soap,  

 hand sanitiser,  

 enough tissues and toilet paper for the day.   

This will ensure that any germs or virus’s are not transmitted from one child to the other. 

One of our parents has put together a toiletry package for purchase. Information will be put on the 

communicator later today. 

 

We encourage parents of all children who have been in contact with family members or friends that have visited 

a highly-infected country (defined as widespread sustained transmission) including boat cruises where there 

have been people from highly-infected countries, to self-isolate themselves for a period of 14-days. China, 

South Korea, Iran and Italy appear to currently fall into this category.  The authorities are not yet sure whether 

the virus is contagious before serious symptoms are experienced. Some countries however don‟t publish 

statistics at all which leaves one guessing! 
 We will continue to monitor the situation and will inform parents immediately if we have a confirmed infection 

at school and if we have any information from the Education Department or the Department of Health. 

 

It is important that at times where anxiety is heightened amongst our school community, we continue to demonstrate the 

school values of Respect, Resilience, Responsibility and Excellence, amongst others.  This means, towards one 

another, our fellow community members, and most importantly, in front of our children.  It is easy for the anxiety of 

adults to pass to children – sometimes we do not see the affect our anxiety and stress has on them, but it is certain that 

they feel it and internalise situations.  Please be conscious of how you behave around your children – our educators will 

continue to be positive, and promote health and wellbeing in line with our strategic goal and grow good habits that will 

best serve the children throughout their lives. 

 

If you have any rational queries or concerns, please contact myself, or the management of the school. 

 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

 

 

S V King 

Principal  


